CURRICULUM VITAE 
Lena Sophie Pflüger, Dipl.-Biol., PhD
Born April 1st 1983 in Mühlacker, Germany, German citizen
Current positions: 
Senior Scientist, Department of Behavioral and Cognitive Biology, University of Vienna, Austria; Scientific Director, Affenberg Landskron, Austria; Lecturer at the University of Vienna, Vienna, Austria
ORCID: 

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4494-4970
ResearchGate:             https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Lena-Pflueger
SCIENTIFIC EDUCATION 
12/2016
Doctoral degree (PhD) in Biological Sciences (passed with distinction)
Department of Anthropology, Faculty of Life Sciences, University of Vienna, Austria
Title: Steroids, COMT genotype and primate behaviour. A socio-sexual and evolutionary perspective.
03/2010 
Master degree (Diploma) in Biological Science

Institute of Zoology, Faculty of Natural Science, University of Hohenheim/Stuttgart, Germany 
Title: Facial attractiveness and reproductive success in a rural sample of post-menopausal women.
2008 ERASMUS semester at the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU), Uppsala, Sweden, with major in genetics and cell biology
2007 Summer school at the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute, University of Vienna, Vienna, Austria. Project: Nonverbal communication in human mate choice 
2006 Internship at the Konrad Lorenz Research Station, Grünau, Austria. 
Project: Nutrition and behaviour in grey geese (Anser anser)
2004-2006 
Bachelor studies (Prae-Diploma) in General Biology, University of Hohenheim, Stuttgart, Germany
2003
One-year internship at the Zoo Heidelberg, Heidelberg, Germany. 
Training in planning of scientific events, organisation of conservation programs, didactic concepts, animal care, guided tours, zoo school programs
TEACHING 
Since 2017
300042 PP Practical Course in Animal Behavior, Department of Behavioural Biology, University of Vienna (winter term)
Since 2016
Citizen Science: Scientific workshops & seminars for interested laymen and school children, Affenberg Landskron 

Since 2014
300199 UE Exercise on behaviour observations and behavioural genetics using the example of Japanese macaques, Department of Anthropology, University of Vienna (winter term)
2010 - 2016 
300475 UE Animal Behaviour - Introductory experiments in Animal Behaviour Lecture and exercise on the observation of human risk behaviour, Department of Behavioural Biology, University of Vienna
SCIENTIFIC EMPLOYMENTS 
2022-2023 
Invited Guest Researcher, Wildlife Research Centre, Kyoto University, Japan
Since 2020
Senior Scientist, Dep. of Behavioral and Cognitive Biology, University of Vienna

Since 2015
Scientific Director at the Affenberg Zoobetriebsgesellschaft mbH, Ossiach, Austria 
2014-2016
Coordinator of the cooperation between the Department of Anthropology, University of Vienna and the Genomics Core Facility, VetCore, University of Veterinary Medicine, Vienna. 

Project aims: Development of non-invasive gene analyses; Coordination and supervision of research projects resulting from the cooperation between Dep. of Anthropology, University of Vienna and VetCore Facility, Veterinary University of Vienna. IP number: 547011
2011-2014
Prae-doc at the Cognitive Science Research Platform, University of Vienna. 

Project aims: Colour and colour contrast in comparative primatology. Research design and implementation of a visual attention study in humans and non-human primates using computerized facial stimuli. Grant Number: P24794-B24
2011 
Research Assistant at the Department of Anthropology, University of Vienna (in cooperation with the National Institute of Health). Project aims: Computerized determination of the facial metrics of human faces during ageing (Geometric Morphometrics) 
Since 2010
Lecturer at the University of Vienna
GRANTS
2023-2024
“Rethinking Behavioural Observations – a direct comparison of sampling method performance” (British Academy Research Grant, SRG23/231253). 1. October 2023 – 29. March 2024. Collaborator: University of Exeter, School of Psychology, Centre for Research in Animal Behaviour, Exeter, UK

2023-2026      “SMART MONKEY LAB” (FFG Bridge, project number: FO999898920).  1. April 2023 – 31. March 2026. Collaborators: SIENA (Spatial Informatics of ENvironmental Applications), Carinthia University of Applied Sciences, Villach, Austria, Affenberg Zoobetriebsgesellschaft mbH

COLLABORATIONS & MEMBERSHIPS
Since 2021
Member of the MacaqueNet 

Aims: macaque researchers across the world collaborate to study macaque sociality in a comparative manner
Since 2018      Collaboration with the Jane Goodall Institute-Austria, Vienna, Austria
Aims: Educational work to create awareness for endangered primate species via workshops for children, guided tours at Affenberg and special events

2016
Founder and Board member of the Austrian Research Center for Primatology (ARCP), Ossiach, Austria


Aims: Establish a network for scientific exchange between other institutions dealing with non-invasive behavioral research in (semi-)free raging macaques
Since 2016
Collaboration with the Wildlife Research Centre (former PRI), Kyoto University


Aims: Exchange of students and knowledge on Japanese macaque research; Exchange of behavioural data collected from free and semi-free ranging Japanese macaques
Since 2015
Member of the Gesellschaft für Primatologie (GfP)
Since 2010      Member of the International Society of Human Ethology (ISHE)
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